THE   GOrRRNMRNT*S  PROPOSALS            235

close corporations ; and the third was the expense of
elections,   including  the  vast  sums   squandered  on
bribery and corruption.    Now, to begin with, Lord
John proposed to deprive all the really extinguished
boroughs of an}- right of nomination whatever.    The
Gattons and Old Sarums, the green mounds and the
park-walls, were no longer to be able at the command
of the lord of the soil to send up a so-called repre-
sentative to the House of Commons.    Further, the
Government proposed that   no   borough which had
less than one thousand inhabitants should any longer
be allowed  to send a member to  Parliament; and
that   no   borough   which  had   not   more   than   four
thousand   inhabitants  should  be  allowed  to  return
more than one representative.     By this  process  of
reduction the number of members would become less
than it  \vas by one hundred and  sixty-eight ;   and
Lord John  Russell explained that the Government
did not mean to fill up the whole of these vacancies,
believing, as they did, that the House of Commons
had* too many members already.    Many years, more
than a quarter of a  century indeed, after this an-
nouncement John Bright complained that the House
of Commons had still far too many members ; and,
as he put it in his blunt away, the House was some-
times  an  orderly and sometimes a disorderly mob,
but that, orderly or disorderly, it was always a mob.
Lord John Russell-went on to say that the necessity
for some reduction in the number of members in the
House  was  all  the more necessary, seeing that  he
hoped  the  attendance  in future would  be  that  of
really working members; and that the Parliamentary